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SprinG TalkS 2013

Gardens for modernist houses in Buckinghamshire:  
  problems & solutions
katherine Myers
2.30pm, Saturday 16 February
Katherine Myers is a Lecturer in Garden History. Modernist 
architecture arrived in Buckinghamshire in the nineteen-
twenties, largely introduced by designers from abroad, but 
without a corresponding and equally revolutionary garden 
philosophy attached. The buildings appeared at odds with 
the prevailing Arts and Crafts gardening mode, so between 
the Wars and beyond some architects were searching, with 
varying success, for an answer to this mismatch. 

Talk at the County Museum, Aylesbury.

Evelyn Dunbar (1906-60), painter, mural artist & illustrator
Dr Gill Clarke
2.30pm, Saturday 16 March
Dr Gill Clarke is the author of Evelyn Dunbar: War & 
Country, & recently published a biography of Randolph 
Schwabe (1885–1948) Head of the Slade School of Art. 
Evelyn Dunbar was employed during WWII as an Official 
British War Artist, documenting women’s activities, in 
particular the land girls. She collaborated with Charles 
Mahoney to write & illustrate Gardeners’ Choice (1937) & in 
1938 designed and illustrated Gardener’s Diary for Country 
Life. Dunbar later painted commemorative panels for the 
library at Bletchley Park whilst it was used as a training 
college for teachers.

Talk at the County Museum, Aylesbury.

‘Very pleasantlie appointed’, (Robert Langham’s letter, 1575):
  Discovering Elizabethan gardens
Brian Dix
2.30pm, Saturday 20 April

Brian Dix, is a freelance archaeologist specialising in 
historic parks & gardens, and will be leading our visit to 
Kenilworth Castle later in the year. The recent full-size 
restoration of the garden which Robert Dudley created for 
Queen Elizabeth I’s visit to Kenilworth in 1575 is based upon 
a combination of literary and archaeological evidence … 
and a healthy dose of conjecture. It may nevertheless evoke 
the spirit of the original and with more complete remains 
surviving elsewhere provides us with an introduction to 
experiencing the Renaissance garden.

Langham’s letter is too long to publish here, to read it in 
full, you will find a pdf link on our website.

Talk at the County Museum, Aylesbury.

Our Talks are held at the Buckinghamshire County Museum, 
Church Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2QP, commencing at 2.30pm and 
include tea and cakes.  
Cost, members of Gardens Trusts: £10, guests: £12.

reCorDinG of BuCkinGhaMShire’S 
GarDenS, larGe anD SMall

Margaret Higgins
Anyone who attended the Trust’s splendid Christmas 
lunch at the Russell Arms would have heard the speech by 
Brian Dix, the garden archeologist, urging the recording 
of historic gardens in Bucks. It is something the Trust is 
not currently doing, although it has in the past; indeed it is 
part of our mission statement, ‘to record and conserve the 
gardens and parks of the historic county’. 

How are we to get this long-term project off the ground 
and resume recording? Well, we need volunteers!! Anyone 
who is interested in historic gardens could do it. Some of the 
benefits include:
• learning new skills
• meeting people with similar interests
• enjoying finding information on Buckinghamshire’s 

parks and gardens
• sharing research by making it available to the wider public, 

planning officers and future generations of researchers
• maintaining/updating an historic archive, for future use

We have two (recently joined) members of the BGT who 
have relevant knowledge and are willing to co-ordinate 
the Recorders group: Margaret higgins, who has been a 
member of the Cornwall Gardens Trust and a recorder 
there, and Claire de Carle who is doing an MA in Garden 
History at the University of Buckingham.

In addition we have the co-operation of Julia Wise who 
is Historic Environment Record Officer at Bucks County 
Council, and is willing to give training. 

In the first instance, and if you are interested, please would 
you email either Claire at: claire@decarle.plus.com or me, 
Margaret, at: jhiggins816@btinternet.com 

We look forward to hearing from you! 
STop preSS — all WelCoMe
We will be having a meeting at 6pm on Wednesdy 27 february 
at the hartwell Spa, in the eric Throssell Meeting room.
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froM The Chair
Great moves are ahead in the world of historic gardens, 
especially as the Gardens History Society and the 
Association of Gardens Trusts work ever closer together 
to protect and cherish our heritage of historic parks 
and gardens from threats to their survival in the new 
century. This is especially true as the great surge of 
restoration over the last few years funded in large part 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund and matched funding by 
councils, other owners and charities, comes up against 
the reality of tightening purse strings. We are very excited 
then to promote the new BGT Recording Group, who 
will be providing us with ever more breadth and depth of 
knowledge of the wealth of gardens old and new in the 
county. This may also furnish us with material both for 
publication in this organ, and as a means to an end in 
supporting our hard-pressed Planning Group as they see 
off threats to our parks and gardens, whether from new 

railways, wind turbines or just good old fashioned building 
developments. We should not lose sight of the fact that it 
should also provide pleasure and interest to those involved 
in the group as its primary function.

On a personal note it’s good to be back in the editorial 
seat of this publication, with a more regular publication 
schedule, still under discussion. 

We will return shortly with details of our Summer 
Visits programme, which will try to pick up on the theme 
taken up at national level by the aforementioned GHS 
and AGT that is ‘contemporary landscape design’. I 
take it that includes Brenda Colvin’s work at Stowe, and 
perhaps golf courses, and I suppose there are grounds 
to hope something good may even come out of the HS2 
developments at Hartwell and other sites in our green and 
pleasant Aylesbury Vale…

One of the many things which local planning authorities 
must take into account in their work is national planning 
policy. This is currently set out in the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF), published in 2012. The NPPF 
covers both policy and process of relevance to historic parks 
and gardens.

policy 
Like its predecessor (‘PPS5’), the NPPF makes a distinction 
between two types of ‘heritage asset’: those which are 
‘designated’ (such as Registered parks and gardens), and 
those which are not (‘non-designated’ heritage assets); 
these last are generally identified by the local planning 
authority, e.g. in local lists, but could also be identified 
by others, e.g. the Bucks Gardens Trust. Both types are 
defined/justified by ‘having a degree of significance meriting 
consideration in planning decisions, because of [their] heritage 
interest’.

Both types of heritage asset receive protection under the 
policy in the NPPF, but this varies in strength depending on 
whether a park or garden is a ‘designated heritage asset’ or 
a ‘non-designated heritage asset’. In both cases, though, 
local planning authorities are required to take significance 
into account ‘when considering the impact of a proposal’.

So the identification and definition of the significance 
of a park or garden is essential if the protection provided 
by planning policy is sought: a park or garden must have 
known ‘significance’ if it is to be formally recognised within 
the planning system in the first place, and the nature and 
degree of that significance will then influence how the policy 
is applied, and the park or garden protected. 

Significance itself is defined in the NPPF as: ‘
The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations 

because of its heritage interest. That interest may be 
archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance 
derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but 
also from its setting.’

Those authorities who provide guidance on how to assess 
significance (e.g. Wychavon) tend to base it around this 

definition, i.e. prompting an evaluation of the artistic, 
historic, etc. interest of a park or garden, and the impact of 
a proposal on that. The more a local assessment of a park 
or garden addresses these interests, the more readily that 
assessment can be used by the local planning authority in its 
work, and the more receptive it is likely to be.

process
The NPPF states that ‘In determining applications, local 
planning authorities should require an applicant to describe 
the significance of any heritage assets affected’. This is 
usually done by requiring the submission of a statement of 
significance. The work done should be ‘proportionate’ with 
regard to the importance of the asset, and ‘no more than is 
sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal 
on [its] significance’. Research suggests that statements 
of significance are not always required before a planning 
application is ‘validated’ (i.e. starts to be considered by 
the local planning authority), and that even where they are 
required, their quality and fitness for purpose may not be 
assessed. 

The local planning authority itself is also required to 
‘identify and assess the particular significance of any 
heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal’; research 
suggests that proactive activity in this regard is limited in 
practice, not least because of resource constraints within 
Councils generally, and lack of parks and gardens expertise 
more specifically.

Thus a pre-prepared assessment of a park or garden’s 
significance would be of direct benefit to a local planning 
authority. Whilst the weight to be accorded to various 
factors will be for the local planning authority to decide, 
as part of its determination of the planning application in 
question, they are required to do this ‘taking account of 
the available evidence and any necessary expertise’. Work 
undertaken by an organisation such as the Bucks Gardens 
Trust, which already responds to planning consultations in 
conjunction with the statutory consultee, the GHS, would 
certainly help to address this requirement. 

hiSToriC parkS anD GarDenS: planninG inforMaTion requireMenTS
Victoria Thompson
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BrenDa ColVin aT SToWe
Michael Bevington

A garden at Stowe by the famous landscape architect 
Brenda Colvin, CBE (1897–1981), has been identified. 
According to Trish Gibson’s recent book (Brenda Colvin: A 
Career in Landscape Frances Lincoln 2011), one of her first 
commissions was “Mr Roxburgh’s garden”. Stowe School 
opened on 11 May 1923 with J.F. Roxburgh as Headmaster. 
His living quarters adjoined the Gothic Library, so his 
garden would have been outside, on the east parterre behind 
the balustrade. 

Colvin’s Notebook lists her commissions from 1922, when 
she was aged 25, with Roxburgh’s garden as No. 7, “through 
Joy Coupley”. Typical of her designs, it featured a square of 
rough flagstones, with paths stretching out on either side 
delineated by rectangular flowerbeds. In December 1923 
The Stoic reported, “The eastern half of the Headmaster’s 
garden has now been laid out. The disadvantages of sowing 
grass two months too late are admirably illustrated by the 
condition of the ‘lawns’.” The Stoic of April 1924 noted that 
the west parterre had been sown for the Headmaster’s grass 
tennis lawn. 

In 1927 Queen Mary received school guests in the 
Headmaster’s garden and in 1929 H.R.H. Prince George 
took tea at its east end, where there was a paved area with a 
wooden seat sheltered by bushes. 

Ballistic threats will soon cease when the golf course is 
moved [see page 4], but in April 1924 The Stoic commented, 
“What happens to golf balls played into the Headmaster’s 
garden? The peacocks who eat the bulbs there daily are 
suspected of having some guilty knowledge on this matter. 
What happens to the player is of course a different question.”

At about this time Colvin wrote that her work also included 
“restoring landscape at Stowe”, making her the first of 
many restorers in recent years. Of equal interest is No. 55 
in her Notebook, dated 1924: “Roxburgh — Stowe (New 
House)”. This was presumably Chatham House, designed 
by Sir Clough Williams-Ellis. She may have introduced the 
path, bank and formal fencing to the south and the pair of 
trees flanking the portico. She doubtless also advised on 
the siting of Chatham, the school’s first major detached 
building, perhaps because Williams-Ellis’ Sanatorium and 
old Gymnasium appeared unrelated to existing buildings. 

The Headmaster’s garden on the east parterre in the 1930s

(From the left) J.F. Roxburgh (Headmaster), Lord Gisborough 
(Chairman of Governors), H.R.H. Prince George, who had just opened 

Stowe Chapel, and Rev. Percy Warrington (founding and Managing 
Governor), at the east end of Colvin’s garden on 11th July 1929

A view up the Headmaster’s garden from the east, 1926
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Chatham, “set with its back to the belt of great trees and 
overlooking the lake”, and the old Hostel were, however, 
aligned with the nearby Temple of Bacchus; they thus 
re-created the anachronistic east-west alignment of the 
former Great Cross Walk, long obliterated. Two years later, 
to provide space for a chapel, Sir Reginald Blomfield in 1926 
proposed extending the western axis of the main House, 
replacing the Temple of Bacchus with the Chapel. This thus 
created the clash of angles with Chatham.

Brenda Colvin, Sylvia Crowe and Geoffrey Jellicoe 
formed a “landscape triumvirate”, regarded as a major 

influence on 20th-century landscape design in the UK. 
Colvin’s work at Stowe, perhaps her first commission for 
an institution, formed an early but significant part in her 
visionary contribution both to landscape and to female 
professionalism in the UK and internationally. 

Following the magnificent restoration of Stowe’s South 
Front, Brenada Colvin’s Headmaster’s garden could now 
be re-instated as a fitting tribute to a key moment in Stowe 
Schools’s development.

Previously published in The Corinthian, Stowe, 2012

ouT of The rouGh! a Tale of TWo Golf CourSeS (aT SToWe)
Sarah Rutherford 

This is a tale of two golf courses and what 
exemplary restoration can be achieved 
in a great landscape garden with the 
generosity of an anonymous benefactor. 
It is a good news story, one which was 
unimaginable some twenty years ago when 
as an aspiring conservation professional 
I sent for a copy of In the Rough. This was 
not some investigation into the seamier 
side of urban life by Ian Sinclair, but 
a hard-hitting report commissioned 
by The Garden History Society, The 
Georgian Group, and then newly-
formed Association of Gardens Trusts 
to examine the effect of golf courses in 
landscape parks. 

In the Rough set out the basic 
incompatibility of landscape parks 
and golf courses as they were being 
designed at the time, and tried to suggest 
solutions. The front cover was illustrated by one of the more 
notorious examples of a golf course in a landscape garden, 
the Stowe School golf course in Lord Cobham’s seminal 
Home Park at Stowe, arguably the greatest landscape garden 
of the lot. The image showed one of the earliest and most 
influential garden rotundas (Vanbrugh, c.1721) juxtaposed 
with the paraphernalia of a busy golf course.   

Golf quickly became a key part of school life after the 
core of the Stowe estate was rescued in 1922 for use 
as a great new public school in rural north Bucks, in a 
pioneering conversion by the architect of Portmeirion, 
Clough Williams-Ellis. Outdoor activities were and remain 
a key part of the school ethos. The school golf course was 
already set up around the palatial mansion when The Stoic 
in 1924 asked, “What happens to golf balls played into the 
Headmaster’s garden [on the south front of the mansion]? 
The peacocks who eat the bulbs there daily are suspected 
of having some guilty knowledge on this matter. What 
happens to the player is of course a different question.” The 
9-hole course now occupies the Home Park and the great 
south vista and remains part of the school facilities.

The Stowe golf course illustrates well the key difficulties 
of constructing a golf course in a landscape park or 
garden without damaging the landscape character, which 
have of course been rehearsed over the years by various 
GHS Conservation Officers. These chiefly relate to the 
remodelling of the ground for greens, tees, bunkers and 

hazards, planting of alien vegetation 
in lines to define fairways, and the 
alien appearance of golfing features, 
equipment and turf management 
regimes. When the pioneering Stowe 
Framework Conservation Plan was 
drawn up by Inskip and Jenkins for 
the National Trust and Stowe School 
in 1999 it highlighted the damage 
done by the golf course to one of the 
earliest parts of the landscape garden 
and firmly called for its removal at the 
earliest opportunity (which seemed 
unlikely ever to happen).

The dilemma was, how to do this? The 
school did not wish to give up its golf 
facility, with a small private club attached, 
but was aware of the incongruous nature 
of a golf course in this uber-sensitive 
position for the garden and mansion. 

The National Trust were also keen to see it go from here 
but had no means of facilitating this. The solution recently 
came in the form of an anonymous benefactor who, keenly 
aware of the issues, philanthropically offered to pay for the 
re-siting of the golf course in a less sensitive area of the 
Grade I registered Stowe landscape, if one could be found. 
This almost unimaginable scenario was applauded by both 

Stowe golfers tee off from below Queen Caroline’s Monument
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the National Trust and Stowe School, who jointly set about 
locating a suitable site. This turned out to be centred on a 
convenient piece of relict agricultural land around Lamport 
village which Lord Cobham and Earl Temple had never been 
able to acquire for their park. Instead they had turned their 
backs upon it and screened both village and fields from their 
Arcadian landscape garden. How convenient!

The land chosen is owned by both bodies and wraps 
around the earthwork remains of Lamport village and two 
surviving, privately-owned village houses (largely rebuilt). 
This core area links the Deer Park to the north, containing 
Lord Cobham and Gibbs’s Bourbon Tower (c.1740) with 
Bridgeman’s 1720s Bycell Riding in agricultural land to the 
south next to Gibbs’s Stowe Castle (c.1740). A landscape 
analysis highlighted the significances of the various areas 
and the restoration required to reinstate the historic 
landscape. This formed the basis for the next stage, which 
was to set out a new 9-hole layout taking into account all the 
constraints, particularly the Grade I registered landscape, 
archaeological features, the concerns of other owners, 
public rights of way and wildlife. Here was a marvelous 
opportunity for an exemplar golf course design, minimizing 
the visual and physical effects on the historic environment 
while creating a testing golf course which would suit 
learners and experienced golfers alike, and restoring much 
of the historic landscape in which it was to sit. 

The genial gentlemen of the Sports Turf Research Institute 
(STRI) who were commissioned to design the course 
initially were pretty relaxed about fitting the golf course into 
the area chosen, thinking that it was generous for the needs 
of a 9-hole course. By the time they had been apprised of all 
these constraints they were scratching their heads: it was 
quite a test to fit it in and still provide a good playing facility. 
They had not dealt with golf in historic parks, nor their 
demanding champions, before, but quickly got the message 
and responded with aplomb. 

But what about access to the course, car parking and where 
to site the club house, at present essentially a garden shed 
next to the remains of the pyramid near the East Boycott 
Pavilion? Could the club house be picked up with a crane and 
dropped onto the new course, a mile or so away? Would a new 
one have to be built in the C18 landscape, and if so where and 
how could its visual impact be minimised? Conveniently the 
north end of the chosen site bordered the school’s playing 
fields and changing rooms, already largely screened from the 
C18 landscape and containing car parking. A new club house 
could be sited here with the first tee adjacent and the last 
hole nearby, well screened from the C18 landscape and with 
access, services and parking established.

Planning permission was applied for with all the necessary 
information to support the siting and layout of the course, 
and was granted in April 2012. The GHS, which had been 
consulted at an early stage of the design, warmly applauded 
this proposal and endorsed it as an exemplary approach to 
such a case. English Heritage had concerns about ensuring 
that the old golf course would be shut and the Home 
Park and its surrounding wildernesses restored, but the 
National Trust was delighted to agree to take on the area 
and undertake the restoration of the final piece in the jigsaw 
of Stowe Landscape Garden on the basis of an updated 
conservation plan.

So what next? Work on the new golf course and the 
restoration of its historic environment will take place in 

2015, and it has to be allowed to mature for a year before it 
can be played on. This takes us to the season of 2016 for the 
opening of the new course and closing of the old one, with 
the restoration of the Home Park following on from this. 
We can only be grateful for anonymous benefactors, without 
whom the renaissance of many examples of Britain’s greatest 
contribution to the visual arts would not be possible.

Howard’s 1843 map shows the location of the new golf course, 
it will go between the two ridings and the garden, avoiding the 

earthworks of Lamport village. The swathe of trees will be replanted.

Our old friend Pomponius Ego has been in touch and comments, “The 
Scots’ game may have had a part to play in the Stowe story. Mr Nattes,

in one of his estimable views, shows two goffers in the rough, with 
their typical curved C18 goff sticks, accompanied by a sleeping caddy…”
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JaMeS BroWn, GarDener (c.1786–1878)
Mike Statham

James Brown was born c.1786. The only known record of his 
birthplace is the 1851 census where he is stated to have been 
born at Loughton (spelled Lochton on modern OS maps), 
Berwickshire in the Scottish Borders. Loughton (Lochton) is 
a farm situated at National Grid Reference NT 77580 39020. 
The farm once belonged to Lord Breadalbane. 

Details of his early life are, as yet, unknown. However, 
by c.1810 he was head gardener to Richard Shawe, a 
wealthy lawyer at Casina House,1 Dulwich, Surrey where he 
developed a method for forcing pineapples using steam.2 
He was awarded a silver medal by the Horticultural Society 
for this work.3 James also contributed a further paper to the 
Horticultural Society.4

Richard Shawe died in 1816 and as his widow did not want 
to continue living at Casina House James needed to seek 
employment elsewhere. To this end he advertised in ‘The 
Times’ for a position 5 under the heading WANT PLACES;

“As GARDENER, a married man, and three children aged 
31 is perfectly acquainted with his business in all its various 
branches; can have an exceptionable character from the place 
in which he lived seven years, and leaves in consequence of 
a death: none need to apply but where two or three under 
gardeners are kept. J.B. Casina, Dulwich Hill, Surrey.”

As one of James’ daughters, Maria Margaret Brown, was 
born in Somerley, Hampshire in 1818, he may have been 
employed there for a short time.

However, certainly by 1819 James was employed as 
gardener to the Marquess of Buckingham (from 1822 1st 
Duke of Buckingham and Chandos) at Stowe,6 Buckingham 
where initially he was in charge of the kitchen gardens.7 In 
October 1824 a pineapple 11 inches high, 33 inches round, 
weighing 12lbs was cut by James at his Grace’s pinery at 
Stowe and a drawing of it was made by an artist named 
Robert Jones.8 According to James’ Obituary 9 the Duke of 
Buckingham presented this pineapple to his majesty George IV. 
In 1827 James was presented with a large silver medal for 
the best fruits (pineapples and grapes) at the Horticultural 
Society’s Fête at Chiswick.10, 11  Reference 9 states that “the 
houses in which they are reared are at this time well worth 
seeing, and are most obligingly shown by Mr Brown, who 
has disposal of the fruit”. The hot houses were located at 
Dadford but are no longer extant. James was also Chairman 
of the Buckingham Horticultural Society. 12

Later he was in general charge of the gardens at Stowe and 
managed the accounts for work on the 17-acre extension 
of the Stowe estate into the Lamport Fields in 1826 and 
again in 1831.13 He was responsible for helping to design 
the Japanese Garden, remodelling of the eastern arm of 
the Octagon Lake and the creation of a cascade, sometimes 
referred to as “Brown’s Cascade” situated beyond the 
Palladian Bridge. It is likely he may have had up to 40 men 
under him before the decline in the fortunes of the 1st 
Duke. The following is a quote from J.C. Loudon 14 c.1831 
whilst writing about the Gardens at Stowe, “… the present 
gardener, Mr Brown, who may justly said to have received 
the mantle of his great namesake and predecessor in the 
same garden, our common father in landscape gardening.”

James’ eldest son James Brown, who was born c.1811 in 
Dulwich, also worked at Stowe House as a gardener as the 
following newspaper articles testify;

• … at the second annual meeting of The Buckingham 
Horticultural Society James Brown, son of the gardener 
to the Duke of Buckingham produced the four largest 
gooseberries, the aggregate weight of which was 71 dwts 
3grs. 15

• An article on protecting peas from mice 16 written by 
James Brown Jnr quoting a method used by his father at 
Stowe.

• An article on the propagation and culture of common 
laurels by James Brown Jnr at Stowe Gardens 17.

James Jnr later went on to be a gardener to Sir Thomas 
Cartwright at Aynho Park, Northamptonshire.

The first Duke of Buckingham died in January 1839. When 
the second Duke moved into Stowe House he brought his 
own head gardener Mr Ferguson with him and it is therefore 
not surprising that James left Stowe in September 1839 
to work for Charles Fitzroy, 3rd Baron of Southampton 
at Whittlebury Lodge Gardens 18, Northamptonshire, 
commencing October 1st 1839. His salary was £100 per 
annum, payable six monthly in arrears, plus benefits 
including vegetables from the gardens and coals for 
his estate cottage.19 He must have continued to produce 
wonderful fruits since in 1841 he donated the dessert course 
for a dinner of the Buckingham Horticultural Society which 
included 3 pineapples (one of which weighed 8lbs), two 
melons, grapes, plums and cherries to the delight of the 
assembled company. 20

By 1846 James had left Whittlebury and had taken over 
the nursery business of Messrs Marnock 21 and Manley 22 in 
Hackney. 23 He appears in the 1851 Directory for Hackney 
as ‘Jas Brown, Dalston Road north side florist’ and in the 
1851 Post Office Directory for the Home Counties as ‘James 
Brown nurseryman and florist Dalston Lane, Hackney’. In 
the 1851 census he is described as a ‘nurseryman employing 
4 men’. In 1851 James’ second eldest son Andrew Brown 
was also a gardener living in Hackney, so at this time he 
may have been employed by his father.

In 1861 James was living at No.2 Orchard Terrace, Back 
Lane, Hackney still stated to be a gardener. His widowed 
daughter Elizabeth Jones was his housekeeper. In 1871 
he was residing 29 Elderfield Road, Hackney and was 
described as a retired nurseryman. Elizabeth Jones was still 
his housekeeper.

James’ death was announced in the Bucks Herald Saturday 
14th September 1878, “BROWN at Delamere, Cheshire on the 
9th instant, Mr James Brown for many years gardener to the 
late Duke of Buckingham.” James’ daughter Maria Margaret 
Brown had married George Want who was butler at Delamere 
House, 24 Cuddington, Cheshire, so James must have been 
cared for by Maria Margaret in his extreme old age.

James is buried in Crowton churchyard, Cheshire. George 
Want died 12th December 1880 and is buried in the same 
grave.25 The headstone inscription reads;

In affectionate remembrance of 
James Brown 

late of London
Who departed this life  

9th Sep 1878, aged 93 years
“His end was peace”
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9 The Gardeners’ Chronicle September 21st 1878 p384.
10 The Standard Saturday July 7th 1827.
11 Windsor and Eton Express, 4th August 1827.
12 Jackson’s Oxford Journal, Saturday July 29th 1826.
13 Personal communication with Michael Bevington, archivist at 

Stowe House.
14 J. C. Loudon 1831 (ed P. Boniface, In Search of English Gardens: 

The Travels of John Claudius Loudon and his wife Jane, 1987, 
p57). J. C. Loudon was extremely influential in the fields 
of landscape gardening design and horticulture in the 19th 
century and was a prolific writer on these subjects. He is 
regarded by many as the ”Father of the English Garden”.

15 Jackson’s Oxford Journal Sat Aug 4th 1827.
16 The Gardener’s Magazine 1828 p117
17 The Horticultural Register Volume 3 Feb 1834.
18 Wittlebury Lodge was destroyed by fire in 1863, rebuilt in 1868 

and demolished in the 1970s.
19 Bosley and Harper Auctioneers, Valuers and Estate Agents. 

Papers relating to the Northamptonshire Estate of the 3rd and 
4th Barons Southampton 1831 -1875. CR 1661/1223 Servant’s 
Wages Book 1831–46. Warwickshire Record Office.

20 Bucks Herald Sat 7th August 1841.
21 Robert Marnock (1800–89) was one of the outstanding 

horticulturalists and garden designers of the 19th Century. He 
worked as head gardener at Bretton Hall, (now the Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park). Then moved to Sheffield where he laid out the 
Botanical Gardens and in 1839 he laid out the Royal Botanic 
Gardens in Regent’s Park where, on the advice of J C Loudon, 
he became curator. He left this post in 1863 but continued 
in practice as a landscape gardener until 1879 and amongst 
many other works he designed the gardens of Avenue House 
Finchley, Eynsham Hall and Warwick Castle. He was also 
editor of the Floricultural Magazine and the United Gardeners 
and Stewards Journal for a time.

22 The Partnership of Marnock and Manley, Hackney Seedsmen 
was dissolved in 1846. London Gazette Feb 14th 1846 Issue 
1985. 

23 The Gardeners’ Chronicle and Agricultural Gazette on 31st January 
1846.

24 Delamere House was the home of the Wilbraham Family. The 
estate included 100 acres of Parkland. 

25 “also of George Want, son in law of the above, who departed 
this life 12th Dec 1880 after 23 years service at Delamere 
House, aged 62 years.”

1 Casina House was designed by John Nash and the gardens 
by Humphry Repton. The house was demolished and the 
land redeveloped after WW1 as the Sunray Estate, under the 
initiative of “Homes fit for Heroes”. However, part of a lake 
that was in the grounds survives in a small park called Sunray 
Gardens. Casino House, Bernard Nurse, Dulwich Society.
Newsletter 62, Summer 2009

2 ‘On the Application of Steam, and its salutary Effects in 
Forcing, but particularly as applied to the Pine Apple by James 
Brown, Gardener to the late Richard Shawe Esq, at the Casino, 
Dulwich, Surrey’ Transactions of the Horticultural Society Vol 2, 
1st Series, p320–23.

3 Ibid p432.
4 ‘On the Advantages of Span-roofed House for Forcing 

Peaches’ Transactions of The Horticultural Society 1822, Vol IV, 
1st Series p562/3. This was listed under ‘Notices to the Society, 
of which Separate Accounts have not been published’.

5 The Times June 2nd 1817, p4
6 Whilst there may be significant extant records of James’ 

activities at Stowe most records from Stowe House have been 
acquired by the Huntington Library in California.

7 It is interesting to note that in 1819 the 1st Duke of 
Buckingham’s son Richard (who became the 2nd Duke in 
1839) married Lord Breadalbane’s youngest daughter Lady 
Mary, so there is a strong connection between James Brown’s 
birthplace of Loughton (Lochton) which had been part of Lord 
Breadalbane’s estate and his appointment at Stowe.

8 The Morning Post Tuesday October 5th 1824.

James Brown’s grave. James is the author’s wife’s great great 
grandfather, his wife’s mother being Olive Brown who always said 

she was related to ‘Capability’ Brown; alas not quite correct but 
she was related to another notable gardener. On visiting his grave 
they marked the occasion with a pineapple, rather than flowers…

James Brown’s Obituary, published in  
The Gardeners’ Chronicle, 21st September 1878, p384.
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BuCkS GarDenS TruST’S ViSiTS, 2012

Summer 2012 saw some interesting visits and, although not 
blessed with the best possible weather, the stoicism of Bucks 
Gardens Trust members was, as always, in evidence!

found specimens of the edible, but now protected, Roman 
snail! Suffice it to say that by the end of the afternoon we 
were ready for tea and can only greatly thank Jeri for a more 
than exciting and informative day. 

Mrs Prideaux pointed out that the ‘railway carriage’ had been moved in 
the last century, otherwise this c.1896-1920 view remains much the same.
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On 17 May we were delighted to visit Doddershall House 
and garden, by kind permission of Mrs Celia Prideaux. 
Doddershall House is a sixteenth-century manor house 
set in a moated park, and we spent a fascinating afternoon 
there. Mrs Prideaux explained the history of the house, built 
in the early 1520 by Elizabeth Iwardby, widow of Thomas 
Piggott of Whaddon. The whole house is timber framed 
apart from the south range which was built in brick in 1689 
by Thomas and Lettice Pigott. She explained the provenance 
of the furnishings and artefacts, with some pieces dating 
back to the origins of the house. We enjoyed a stroll around 
the gardens, particularly the Canal and potager; this 
followed by a delicious tea. All now under the shadow of the 
nearby HS2.

29 May saw a visit to the Museum Resource Centre at 
Halton to see John Claude Nattes views of Stowe c.1805–09, 
105 drawings in all. These are charming and evocative; 
they capture Stowe at its prime with its garden buildings 
complete and trees planted c.1720s having reached 
maturity. Our thanks to Melanie Czapski, Collections 
Officer, for her patience in bringing out so many of the 
drawings for us to pour over! Sarah Gray is hoping to 
produce a new edition covering all the Nattes drawings at 
Halton, as well as those owned by Stowe School and held in 
other collections (see p5). 

Blenheim’s Kitchen Garden was the destination of our next 
visit on 14 June, with a tour led by Jeri Bapasola, Blenheim’s 
Research Archivist, who had given us an excellent 
introductory talk earlier in the year. Quite apart from having 
access to Vanbrugh’s eight-acre Kitchen Garden, not usually 
open to visitors, with its creation and layout explained, 
we had the opportunity of seeing the Blenheim vine which 
rivals that of Chatsworth; sadly tasting the grapes was not 
permitted! Visitors to the RHS Flower Shows at Vincent 
Square will know of the rivalry between the two Dukes to 
produce the best bunch. Jeri then took us to parts of the 
estate not usually accessible to visitors; the Blenheim water 
bottling plant, William Chambers’ New Bridge, and we even 

‘Capability’ Brown’s Cascade and ‘Packhorse Bridhge’, Blenheim

Oak at Blenheim, from The Century Book of Gardening, pre-1900

The Oak (and a party of intrepid Bucks Gardeners) lies near the 
corner of the Walled Garden and Jeri suspects it may have been 
moved and placed here by ‘Capability’ Brown. It is certainly the 

one in the picture above, though now somewhat reduced.



The Newsletter of the Buckinghamshire Gardens Trust 9 Issue 33, Winter – Spring 2013

aspects of the site relating to its landscape history. Sarah 
kindly provided us with handouts containing a series of 
survey maps from 1718 onwards, also some archival photos 
which greatly helped in understanding the development 
of the Estate. Although of immense importance during 
World War II, we learnt that Bletchley Park had an earlier 
significant history. 

Brian Dix was kind enough to take us on another visit on 
29 September, this time to Witley Court in Worcestershire 
(and it didn’t rain). John O’Dowyer, who also took 
some great photos, (www.pbase.com/asbostaff/witley_
court_2012&view=slideshow) has written an account:
A BGT group had a very enjoyable visit to Witley Court on 
29 September. Witley Court is a Grade I listed building in 
Worcestershire, currently managed by English Heritage. 
The house, built on a grand scale, is largely the work of John 
Nash and features possibly the largest portico of any country 
house in England. The house was devastated by fire in 1937 
and is a ruin today, apart from the church attached to it, 
which survived intact.The Bucks Gardens Trust AGM was held on 23 June at The 

New Inn at Stowe. This was attended by an unprecedented 
number of members, a high-light being a short film made 
by Mrs Barbara Edmondson, one of our members and long 
time guide at Stowe Landscape Gardens, on the restoration 
of the New Inn. Mrs Edmondson had shot this over the 
entire period of the work adding appropriate music, Thomas 
Arne and Handel, with an explanatory commentary. 

The New Inn, in June 2007 before its retoration

Amazing; the chairman walking Lyvden’s grass maze, which 
he thought must be perhaps about a mile long/round

A walk followed, ebulliently led by Richard Wheeler, 
Charles Pugh and Dr Sarah Rutherford (above), declaiming 
from A Dialogue upon the Gardens of the Right Honourable the 
Lord Viscount Cobham at Stow in Buckinghamshire, by William 
Gilpin, on a very gusty day. 

Archaeologist Brian Dix conducted the tour of the 
Triangular Lodge at Rushton and Lyvden New Bield, both 
in Northamptonshire, on 14 July. It rained, at least to begin 
with, the price we pay, so our Chairman conjectures, for 
‘venturing out of county’! However, after a good lunch at The 
Thornhill Arms we proceeded to Lyvden New Bield where 
Brian unravelled for us the religious symbolism relating to the 
building, and we almost lost our Chairman in a Tudor maze. 

On 8 September our Vice Chairman, Dr Sarah Rutherford, 
who recently compiled a Landscape Reference List and Copy 
Archive for Bletchley Park, took us on a visit to identify 

The extensive gardens were designed by William Andrews 
Nesfield, as was the magnificent Perseus fountain that 
is now restored to working order (above). The restored 
fountain depicts the myth of Perseus and Andromeda 
and, while its water jet does not spout quite as high as it 
did when first built, it still makes a magnificent spectacle, 
especially on a sunny day when rainbows form in the spray.
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In the last few years, restoration work on the parterres has 
begun to give visitors an insight into how they must have 
appeared as Nesfield designed them. The east parterre was 
restored in 2011 to replicate as closely as possible Nesfield’s 
original layout (above).

The remarkable Baroque interior of the church,  much of 
it taken from Cannons, once home of the Duke of Chandos, 
can come as something of a shock to the unwary visitor, 
conditioned by the stately ruins around it. One touching 
detail in the typically over-the-top Baroquerie is a painting 
of a cherub showing signs of Down’s Syndrome (thought to 
be a portrait of the Duke’s son).

Finally, on 19 October, we visited another archive, this the 
new Waddesdon Archive at Windmill Hill, built by Stephen 
Marshall Architects for the Rothschild Foundation. Its 
timber construction was inspired by the former use of the 
site as a farm with timber barns,using their footprint for the 
new buildings. The building is to be used as the home of the 
Rothschild Foundation and a centre for study and research 
and includes, amongst other spaces, a library, reading room 
and archive store. 

And finally we mustn’t forget to mention our seminar, 
the fifth in the series of Hartwell Seminars, which was held 
on 11 August 2012 and entitled ‘The Egyptian Influence 
in the Garden’, the inspiration for which arose from Eric 
Throssell’s research into the work, at Hartwell, of the 
architect and Egyptologist Joseph Bonomi Junior. This was 
very well attended with Chris Elliott, the author of the Egypt 
in England, recently published by English Heritage, acting 
as keynote speaker with contributions by Brian Dix, Richard 
Wheeler, Michael Pritchard and Henry Wilson, stone 
mason, who was actually responsible for the building of an 
obelisk, at Hartwell’s sister hotel, Bodysgallen in Wales. 

Its three working sides are set around a sloping garden, 
with the fourth side open to spectacular views to the south. 
Garden Historian Sophie Piebenga, who has done much 
work on the Waddesdon Archive, and Archivist Catherine 
Taylor had arranged for us to see a number of interesting 
maps and letters relating to the Estate, and we look forward 
to visiting, and perhaps using the archive, when it will 
be open to be public from 30 March to 26 October, every 
Friday, from 2 to 4pm. 

Henry Wilson and friend celebrate the completion of the Bodysgallen Obelisk

Henry’s simple jig that enabled the Bodysgallen Obelisk to be built
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Dr Sarah Rutherford did a magnificent job as Chairman, 
keeping the speakers to time and in order, and Charles Boot 
did an equally magnificent job in making sure the power 
point presentations and slides seamlessly appeared. 

Not to be forgotten was the temporary reconstruction of 
Hartwell’s pyramid by those notable pyramid builders, 
Messrs Walton and Edwards, assisted by Boot!

When Messrs Walton & Edwards came to make the pyramid 
reconstruction (in wood and rope), they found that the original 

site was about another twenty feet further back behind the current 
shrubbery hedge,and of course Hercules should not be here either!

ST kaTharine’S, parMoor:  
The laDy ryDer MeMorial GarDen

David Hillier
Parmoor lies to the south west of the county, high up in the 
Chiltern Hills in the small village of Frieth, near Henley-
on-Thames. The house dates back to the 14th century, 
and is now owned by the Sue Ryder Prayer Fellowship, an 
independent registered charity. Parmoor is a place where 
people from all walks of life, in groups or individually, 
may come to find peace and renewed energy to face the 
challenges of life.

The project I would like to bring to your attention is one of 
garden ‘restoration’. The walled kitchen garden was built in 
the late 19th century and encloses approximately one acre. 
It formerly served the kitchen of Parmoor House, though 
it has laid unused since the 1940s, it is here that it is hoped 
to create the Lady Ryder Memorial Garden. In June 2012 a 
small committee was formed by Lady Parmoor to this end.

The intention is to produce flowers, fruit and vegetables, 
with any harvested produce not required by the House, now 
used as a retreat centre, to be sold at local markets to raise 
funds. In 2010 planning permission was obtained to replace 
the five glasshouses and the first was replaced in 2011. In 2011 
the first glasshouse was replaced at a cost of £35,000.00.

Work is being carried out by a team of volunteers as part of 
a rehabilitation programme encouraging people who have 
faced disruption in their lives to feel the therapeutic benefits 
of gardening and also to learn valuable horticultural skills 
thus giving an opportunity for a brighter future. A link has 
also been established with the Aylesbury College which 
provides courses for volunteers to achieve recognised 
qualifications in horticulture. Funding is being sought to 
build a classroom within the garden.

This short article is to see whether the Lady Ryder 
Memorial Garden would make a suitable project for the 
Bucks Gardens Trust to support.

Wishing it every success.
Contact the Lady Ryder Memorial Garden project by 

phone: 01494 881 662 or email: Anneparmoor@aol.com
www.lrmg.co.uk/contact/

Book noTeS
Egypt in England by Chris elliott (English Heritage, 2012)

In the wake of the fifth Hartwell 
Seminar, ‘The Egyptian Influence in 
the Garden’, held at Hartwell House 
in August 2012, we are happy to 
announce the publication of Egypt 
in England, by Christ Elliott, our 
seminar’s keynote speaker.

Published by English Heritage 
in 2012, and the result of much 
research, the book addresses 
the use, in England, of the 
Egyptian style in architecture 
and interiors. Divided into 
two parts, the first is a series of seven 
essays giving background information on the sites 
described in the second, and these are categorised by region. 

In Section I, under the heading ‘Egyptology’, we come 
across Joseph Bonomi Jnr, Architect, Egyptologist and one-
time Curator of Sir John Soane’s Museum, London. Bonomi 
noted the demolition of a temple (c.1820s) at Armant in 
order to provide stone for a new sugar factory; this was 
seen as an example of the exploitation of Egypt’s cultural 
heritage. Later, in Section II, South East, we encounter 
Bonomi Jnr again, this time at Hartwell House where he 
designed the Egyptian Seat (Spring) c.1840 for the then 
owner, Dr John Lee, a collector of Egyptian antiquities. 

In Yorkshire and the Humber, Bonomi Jnr, with others, 
was also responsible for the façade of a flax mill in Leeds, 
in the ‘Ancient Egyptian’ style; as well as its spectacular 
appearance, visitors were delighted by its grassed roof and 
grazing sheep, one of which is said to have fallen through a 
skylight resulting in serious damage below! 

In Section II, again South East, there is another reference to 
a site with which we are acquainted, Stowe, and its Egyptian 
Hall, this accompanied by two excellent illustrations. 

These are but two or three examples of information and 
sites which may be of particular interest to Bucks Gardens 
Trust readers. The variety of buildings, monuments and 
locations cited, with glossaries of architectural terms and 
Egyptian deities, make Egypt in England an entertaining and 
informative read, and please also enjoy the well captioned 
illustrations!
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Georgian Garden Buildings 
Sarah rutherford with Jonathan lovie (Shire Publications, 2012)

Let’s not mince words, the English landscape park is the 
greatest contribution made by this nation to the world of the 
visual arts. And in Bucks we have the best of the lot: Stowe. 
The landscape park developed during the eighteenth century 
when the nation’s wealth and a relatively settled political 
world provided the opportunity for a frenzy of creativity 
in the landscape not seen before or since in Britain. The 
range of structures that the Georgians erected to embellish 
their landscape parks and gardens was extraordinary and 
exemplified at Stowe. 

This little book (128 pages) is a useful primer to open up 
the wider world of garden buildings against which we can 
set the forty or so that have graced Stowe. We should note, 
however, that the numbers of buildings in gardens could 
get out of hand and some visitors thought Stowe over-
stocked. Prince Puckler remarked in the 1820s that while 
the grounds were ‘in many respects beautiful’ they were ‘so 
overloaded with temples and buildings of all sorts, that the 
greatest possible improvement to the place would be the 
pulling down ten or a dozen of them.’ Luckily no-one took 
any notice of him!

Members will, of course, have seen and understood many 
such garden buildings, but this little volume provides a 
thematic overview (from Arches and Beastly Buildings to 
Towers and Watery Diversions) and addresses how and 
why the Georgians placed their garden buildings in the 
landscape. It is not the last word in architectural history, 
but, clearly and concisely, it introduces us to the main 
sorts of buildings commonly encountered in Georgian 
landscapes. It explains the precedents (including Classical, 
medieval, Oriental, even Druidic) and the variety of ways in 
which they were used to punctuate landscapes and convey 
allusions to the visiting cognoscenti. This is supplemented 
by a useful introductory overview of the reasons why the 
wealthy Georgians were seemingly fixated on garden 
buildings (much influenced by the Grand Tour), where 
they obtained their ideas, and who executed them on the 
ground. A short glossary at the end and a list of places to 

visit completes the book in the 
usual competent Shire fashion, 
which we would expect as 
the authors are established 
garden historians who have 
worked for English Heritage 
across the country on 
the Register of Parks and 
Gardens. 

There is a broad 
geographical range of 
examples throughout 
the British Isles, although with 
perhaps rather too great an emphasis on 
major Bucks examples. This could be explained, if 
not by partisanship, by the fact that we have some of the 
greatest landscape gardens in our county. Of these Stowe 
is well illustrated, as are Hartwell and West Wycombe, but 
Cliveden sadly not at all. Indeed the whole book could have 
been written pretty much with reference only to Stowe, it 
is such a repository of seminal landscape buildings, many 
of which are the earliest or largest of their type or hugely 
influential. Of course, in addressing many varied examples 
odd errors are bound to creep in. Stowe’s Temple of the 
British Worthies has 16 busts not 14 (two are hidden out of 
view on the engravings, at the sides) and William Daniell is 
illustrator Thomas’s nephew not his son. 

It is useful to keep the book in the car or day-pack to 
refer to when out and about. Is the grotto or pagoda we are 
looking at a typical or exceptional one? Is it unusual to find 
Venus or muscular Hercules occupying a rotunda (no and 
yes, respectively)? Has our building a Classical, medieval 
or Oriental precedent? The book is illustrated by many 
photos and historic images of both the great examples, and 
obscure but interesting ones. This is an inexpensive (£8.99)
introduction to what can be a daunting subject, not just for 
those new to the field, but it broadens the horizons even of 
those of us who have been in the field for years.


